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PAGE 01 BONN 00589 I21449Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-I2 
TRSE-00 MCE-00 /067 W 

128772 I21507Z/44 

OR I21437ZJAN78 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USNATO 
SECSTATE WASHDC 4703 
USIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNMR SHAPE 
HQ USEUCOM VAIHINGEN 

UNCLAS BONN 00589 

SECDEE FOR ASD/PA:ROSS; USIA FOR lEU; SHAPE FOR 

COL. ZURAWSKI; EUCOM FOR CAPT. GARROW; USNATO FOR 

USIS:CLAUSSEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCON, MILL NATO, SOPN 
SUBJECT: GERMAN TANK GUN 

REE: USNATO 00281 

1 . EOLLOWING IS A FULL TRANSLATION OF A FRONT-PAGE 
ARTICLE FROM BRUSSELS IN TODAY'S DIE WELT: 

2. DIE WELT UNDER THE HEADLINE "GERMAN GUN WAS BEST IN 
SHOOTING TEST." 

"IN A TEST IN THE UNITED STATES, THE GERMAN 
’LEOPARD-2' L20 MM TANK GUN CLEARLY PROVED TO BE THE 
BEST WESTERN MODEL. THAT HAS BECOME KNOWN EROM NATO 
QUARTERS IN BRUSSELS. THE SMOOTHBORE CANNON DEVELOPED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BONN 00589 121449Z 

BY THE RHEINMETALL COMPANY SURPASSED NOT ONLY THE AMERI- 
CAN 105 MM GUN, WHICH IS GRADUALLY BECOMING OBSOLETE, 

BUT ALSO THE BRAND NEW BRITISH 120 MM RIFLED-BORE GUN. 

THE BRITISH GUN HAD RECEIVED SO MUCH ADVANCE PRAISE 
THAT ITS CREW WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED BY THE OUTCOME OF 
THE SHOOTING TEST. 
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3. "TEST CONDITIONS HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE U.S. 

ARMY. THEY PROVIDED FOR SHOOTING WITH REDUCED CHARGES 
AT TANK STEEL UNDER VARIOUS ANGLES SO AS TO ESTABLISH 
REALISTIC CONDITIONS. THE AMMUNITION USED WAS SO- 
CALLED WING-STABILIZED IMPACT AMMUNITION. THE 
PENETRATION EFFECT PRODUCED BY THE RHEINMETALL CANNON 
WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN 'CLEARLY SUPERIOR.' 

4. "THE TEST SHOULD ENABLE THE U.S. ARMY TO INEORM 
CONGRESS BY JANUARY 31 WHICH GUN THE AMERICAN XM-1 
TANK SHOULD BE EQUIPPED WITH. THERE IS, HOWEVER, 
SUBSTANTIAL RESISTANCE IN CONGRESS AS WELL AS IN THE 
U.S. ARMY TO INTRODUCING A FOREIGN-MADE WEAPON. THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC WOULD BE READY TO GRANT THE UNITED 
STATES A LICENSE FREE OF CHARGE FOR PRODUCING THE 
RHEINMETALL GUN. EXPERTS HAVE POINTED OUT THAT THE 
XM-1 HARDLY COULD BE EQUIPPED WITHOUT DIEFICULTY WITH 
ORDNANCE BIGGER THAN THE AMERICAN 105 MM GUN." 
STOESSEL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN00589 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78001 8-0603 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 69/aaaacgqi. tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 833afce3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 USNATO 281 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3783555 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: GERMAN TANK GUN 
TAGS: OCON, MILl, SOPN, NATO 
To: DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/833afce3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



